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Innovation in the energy area is of essential importance for changing the energy systems in 
direction of more sustainable and climate friendly systems. In recent years an increasing number of 
studies of characteristics and dynamics of the energy innovation systems have appeared. Parallel to 
the growing scientific attention, there is a considerably growing societal attention in many countries 
to energy innovation; also as an important industrial matter and a matter of economic development, 
competitiveness, and job creation. Hence, there is tendency to perceive the search for solutions to 
the climate and sustainability challenges, not as an external issue, outside societal economy, but as 
an integrated part. Research on energy innovation systems and their dynamics constitutes an 
important scientific field for assessing and discussing the opportunities and realism of this 
perspective. 
 
The ‘EIS PhD Summer School on Energy Innovation Systems and Their Dynamics’ is an advanced 
course for PhD students that work with aspects of innovation and technological change in the 
energy area. 
 
The summer school brings together leading scientists in the field of innovation system studies in the 
energy area with a small group of PhD students to share their own and others’ knowledge and 
experience on the topic and to discuss research perspectives and research potentials in the field. 
Moreover, the summer school will include a one day event of mutual discussions between 
researchers and practitioners in the energy area. 
 
Course contents 
The summer school will introduce the participants to contemporary analysis approaches and key 
concepts in the study of energy innovation systems and their dynamics. This includes approaches 
focusing on the energy sector in general, on particular energy technologies, on industrial 
areas/product areas related to energy change, and on the resulting effects with respect to moving 
towards sustainability and climate friendly systems. 
 
The PhD course will have special attention to the theme ‘globalizing networks and local anchoring’. 
In addition to different innovation system perspectives (e.g. national, regional, sector-specific, 
technology-specific), network and interaction oriented approaches are discussed. Moreover, 
indicators of energy innovation systems are addresses. Empirical material from a broad range of 
energy technologies will be discussed and strategy and policy perspectives will be addressed. 
 
Discussion and feedback on the participants’ own PhD projects will be included in the course. All 
participants will act as junior discussants during this part of the course. 



 
Faculty at the EIS PhD Summer School is amongst others: 
• Poul Houman Andersen, Aarhus University (main organiser of the summer school) 
• Staffan Jacobsson, Chalmers University of Technology 
• Bengt-Åke Lundvall, Aalborg University 
• Mads Borup, Technical University of Denmark 
• Antje Klitkou, Nordic Institute for Studies in Innovation, Research and Education (NIFU).  
• Marko Hekkert, Utrecht University 

The final program and contents might be subject to change. 
 
Attendance:  
The number of participants is limited to maximum of 20 PhD students. 
 
We welcome applications from PhD students in innovation system studies and related analysis 
fields with empirical focus on the energy area, on ‘green’ technology development in the energy 
area, etc. 
 
Application and deadline: 
Applications should be sent to Jette Gents, jege@dtu.dk. Please write ‘Application for EIS summer 
school’ in email’s subject field. 
 
Deadline for applications: April 10, 2012.  
 
The application shall include 
• Name 
• Start date and expected end date of PhD study 
• Institutional affiliation 
• Educational background prior to PhD study 
• Brief description of the PhD project (max 15 lines). The project description must include project 

title and description of the project’s subject including theoretical-analytical approach and 
empirical focus. 

The applicants will be given notice shortly after the deadline. 
 
The PhD students are expected to spend approximately a week of reading before the summer school 
and, in addition, time for writing an extended abstract and preparing a presentation of own research. 
Reading material and assignments will be sent to the students in due time before the summer 
school. 
 
4 ECTS points will be granted to PhD students that complete the course. 
 
Venue:  
Hotel Scheelsminde, Aalborg, Denmark, http://www.scheelsminde.dk, see more below. 
 
Course fee: 

http://www.scheelsminde.dk/


Due to funding from the Danish Council for Strategic Research it is possible to offer a course fee of 
only 6000 DKK (approximately 800 Euro) including accommodation and all meals. 
 
Contact and information: 
Section secretary Jette Gents, Technical University of Denmark, jege@dtu.dk, (+45) 4525 4427. 
 
About Aalborg 
Hotel Scheelsminde is situated 4 kilometres from centre of Aalborg - next to a large green area, 
open for walks and runs. Aalborg is a multi-faceted city, they say, - full of contrasts. A city with a 
lust for life and all of its pleasures. It’s also grand on a manageable scale. All the major city 
attractions are concentrated within easy distance. From fast-paced fun to peaceful oases. From a 
foaming draft beer to sublime gastronomy. From the Viking era to the Middle Ages, to modern art. 
The city has about 150.000 inhabitants and a well-known university, as well as the famous Jomfru 
Ane Gade. The birth place of Utzon (the Sydney Opera House), the place where Aalborg Akvavit is 
brewed. www.visitaalborg.com. 
 
Aalborg is easy reachable, thanks to good flight connections to Copenhagen and direct flight 
connections to Amsterdam, Berlin, Paris, Oslo and London (check out www.aal.dk). The city is also 
within reasonable driving range (approximately driving time from Hamburg or Copenhagen: 4.5 
hours). Taxi fare between the hotel and Aalborg Airport is approximately DKK 250 (EUR 34), and 
between the hotel and Aalborg city centre is DKK 120 (EUR 16). 
 
About EIS 
EIS  - ‘Strategic research alliance on Energy Innovation Systems and their dynamics’ is a 
collaboration between nine universities and research institutions in Denmark and abroad that carry 
out leading research on the topic of energy and innovation: Technical University of Denmark, 
Aarhus University (Denmark), Aalborg University (Denmark), Chalmers University of Technology 
(Sweden), Copenhagen Business School (Denmark), EAWAG (Switzerland), NIFU - Nordic 
Institute for Studies in Innovation, Research and Education (Norway), Utrecht University (the 
Netherlands), and ZEW - Centre for European Economic Research (Germany). 
 
EIS is funded by the Danish Council for Strategic Research, the Programme Commission on 
Sustainable Energy and Environment and by the partners. See www.eis-all.dk. Contact: Mads 
Borup, mabo@dtu.dk. 
 
The EIS PhD Summer School is planned to run again in 2014. 
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